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Fostering Self-help Skills and Promoting Interaction in International
Residence through Disaster Prevention Seminar Organized by
Residence Assistant (RA)s

ANDO Tkumi

This paper reports on the disaster prevention efforts of A University’s International Residences
that began in 2017. To enhance the disaster prevention capability of each residence, improving
the disaster prevention awareness of residents as well as the disaster prevention of buildings is
extremely essential. However, the five dormitories differ in structure, size, and location. Therefore,
the faculties who are in charge of the international residences have started to work with experts
to establish the basis for disaster prevention through improving buildings and providing disaster
prevention education for the resident assistants (RAs). And after that, they ask RAs to provide
disaster prevention education for all residents. At B residence, RAs held a disaster prevention
workshop aiming at “development of self-help skills” and “promoting interaction” for the residents.
The findings from a questionnaire survey of participants showed that the workshop helped to
reduce anxiety about disasters and implement disaster prevention actions such as “preparation of

water and food” and “confirmation of evacuation routes in frequently used areas.”

Keywords: Disaster Prevention, International Residence, International Students, Resident

Assistants, Self-help
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Educational Practice in Multicultural Boarding House for
“Global Jinzai” Development : Creating and Using Rubrics for the
Students Accommodation Educational Programs

SAKAMOTO Yuko + TAKEGAWA Kiyomi

The purpose of this study was to investigate the following two points, focusing on the educational
program at the “Global House”, a new shared-house style of student accommodation, which
will enable international and Japanese students to live together on campus for the new “Global
Technology Architect Course™. 1. Investigate evaluation that can visualize student’s independent
actions, learning, and growth, 2. Create a framework that can acquire the skills to become a “Global
Jinzai’.

Therefore, the following practices were specifically performed. 1. Clarify the image of “Global Jinzai”
to aim for, students set their own goals, 2. Create a framework to promote student’s independent
activities and learning, 3. In order to enable students to grasp their own growth objectively, a self-
evaluation by rubrics was adopted in the reflection report.

The result of this study, it became easier to grasp the gap between the student’s current situation
and the student’s own goals. In addition, students can analyze the cause from the facts and logically

recognize their self-growth.

Key words: Rubrics, Evaluation, Global Jinzai, Multicultural Boarding House,

The Student Accommodation Educational Programs
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Pre-arrival Education Program for International Students Coming to
Japan: Aiming for a Smooth Transition

SASAKI Yuki « KAWAI Junko

This paper reports on the practical implementation of a pre-arrival preparatory education program
for students traveling to Japan by introducing the efforts of “Kyoto iUP,” an undergraduate program
for international students offered by Kyoto University (KU). The pre-arrival program consists of
(i) face-to-face learning at local Japanese language institutions, (i) self-study using Samidori, a
web-based Japanese language learning system provided by KU, and (iii) Japanese assignments
created by the authors. The authors discuss the impacts of the program on the following two
aspects of learning: (1) improvement of Japanese language proficiency, and (2) improvement in
abilities to build relationships in a new environment. The educational activities of the program
enhance the effectiveness of both aspects in a synergistic way. For example, Japanese-language
assignments are developed and tailored to help prospective students better understand student
life at KU, and through these assignments, the support system of KU is demonstrated. After-arrival
interview surveys with the students showed their positive opinions of Japanese language learning

and favorable feedback about Japan and KU.

Keywords: Study abroad, Educational Program before Entering University, Pre-Arrival Education,

Preliminary Education Program, Online Educational Materials
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Improving International Student Orientations
for Increased Reassurance and Comfort

YONEMOTO Kazuhiro

Orientation for international students plays an important role in supporting them. The purpose
of this paper is to identify possible improvements to the orientation to ensure that international
students can feel reassurance and comfort and to examine the effects and challenges for the future.
Specifically, improvements were made to the existing orientation to facilitate exchanges among
students by taking advantage of a fieldwork opportunity that utilized an augmented reality game
to enhance their understanding of campus facilities during the orientation. International students’
feedback following the orientation suggests that the orientation could create an opportunity for
exchange among international students while deepening their understanding of university facilities,
thereby providing a place where they could feel reassurance and comfort. In the future, it is
necessary to consider more effective links between orientation and other supports for international

students from a long-term perspective.

Keywords: New international students, orientation, reassurance and comfort, augmented reality,

fieldwork
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The Collaboration of Domestic and International Students in
Extracurricular Intercultural Activities:
Qualitative Research from the Perspective of University Staff Involved
with Intercultural Education and Exchange

KABIRA Eri

With the growing internationalization of higher education in Japan, educational practices in both
academic and extracurricular activities are encouraging students of diverse cultural backgrounds to
learn together through collaboration. This paper focuses on extracurricular intercultural activities
and aims to explore the university staff's perceptions of domestic and international student
collaboration. Semi-structured interviews were conducted and qualitative analysis was used to
examine the data collected from 11 interviews. The research highlighted the efforts of university
staff to support student collaboration in extracurricular intercultural activities through facilitating
opportunities for students of diverse cultural backgrounds to work together and coordinating efforts
with existing student groups. Identifying and responding to intercultural challenges and focusing
on students’ autonomy were key strategies utilized by staff to improve the quality of collaboration.

The paper concludes with a discussion on the role of students involved with intercultural
collaboration initiatives on campus. Examining the experiences of university staff offers important

insights into the critical role that they play in supporting students’ intercultural learning.

Keywords: Internationalization of University, Extracurricular Intercultural Activities,

Student Collaboration, Perspective of University Staff
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